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Industry gets
energy lessons
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Last week’s energy saving
lessons could translate into
five to 10 per cent energy
savings for its industrial pu-
pils, according to the Ener-
gy Management Workshop
instructor.

“Some of these organiza-
tions spend millions per
year on energy costs,”
said Robert Greenwald,
vice-president of Prism
Engineering, who lead the
Dollars to Sense program
at the Sandman Hotel
Wednesday.

Greenwald says the Natu-
ral Resources Canada pro-
gram allows organizations
to assess their energy use,
monitor and target further
use levels and seek new
ways to reduce them.

He says production
doesn’t need to sacrifice
profit to increase energy
savings.

“There is a curve here of
energy use and production
levels that’s realistic and
it’s a function of our infra-
structure, our equipment
and our systems,” said
Greenwald.

Dave Hardman, the steam
recovery  manager for
Cariboo Pulp & Paper Co.,
says the program addresses
an important concern.

“Energy costs are a large
chunk of our budget and a
very volatile chunk,” said
Hardman.

He estimates Cariboo
Pulp spends about $20
million on energy costs per
year.

Power Smart programs
and fuel wuse improve-
ments over the last three
years have cut this energy
expense by about $60 an
hour, said Hardman.

Though the programs
cost more than $375,000
to implement, this savings
inspires Hardman to find
new ways to attack the
same problem.

Kreshka Young, energy
manager of West Fraser
Mills Ltd., also saw prom-
ise in the workshop.

“If you are continually
looking for new energy sav-
ing opportunities, you have
to be willing to put some
capital into it as well,” said
Young.

She says West Fraser in-
vested about $350,000 in

Instructor Robert Greenwald discusses the energy use
targets during the Energy Management Workshop at the

Sandman Hotel Wednesday.

energy saving projects be-
fore the workshop to pro-
duce savings of $140,000 a
year. These measures allow
them to reduce their energy
usage by 3.8 million kilo-
watt hours per year.

City of Quesnel energy
co-ordinator Barbara Ar-
cher says workshops aimed
at reducing energy use fur-
ther, are a key component
of her work.

“One of the challenges in
organizations is a view that
energy is an uncontrollable
cost of business,” said Ar-
cher. “This NRCan training
provides both the technical
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and management aspects to
enable organizations to ef-
fectively control their energy
use and thus their costs.”

Archer plans to check
participants’ progress in
three to six months.

A Tuesday workshop
focussed on energy savings
in the commercial and retail
sector. A total of 32 partici-
pants attended the sessions,
which were funded in part
by  Natural Resources
Canada, BC Hydro, Ter-
asen Gas and the City of
Quesnel.
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